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ANTHROPOLOGICAL MISCELLANEA AND NEW BOOKS. 

Readers of the Xournal are invited to communicate any new facts of 
especial interest which come under their notice. Short abstracts of, or 
extracts from letters, will bepublished at th-, discretion of the Editor. 
Letters should be mar-ked " Miscellcanea " and add-ressed to The 
Secretary, 3, Hanover Square, TV. 

The following extracts are from "The Australasian," April 17th 
1897. 

Professor Baldwin Spencer will shortly publish a book on the 
experiences summarised below. The work will be awaited with 
interest by all students of primitive social life. 

Some Aboriginal Ceremonies. 

The proceedings of the Royal Society (Melbourne) were made 
mcmnorable last week by Professor Baldwin Spencer giving an 
account of the experiences of Mr. J. F. Gillen anrd himself among 
the blacks of Central Australia during the summer of 1896-7. 
Professor Spencer left Melbourne last October for Central 
Australia-country he had previously visited as a member of the 
Horn Expedition-on purpose to be present at certain unusual 
ceremonies. Mr. Gillen's residence of fourteen years among the 
Arantas of Alice Springs in Central Australia has enabled him to 
associate with them on terms of the closest intimacy, and it is 
fortunate for science that he has so well used his leisure in the 
desolate solitude of a far inland telegraph station. Professor 
Spencer visited the district as a member of the Horn Expedition 
three years ago, and has ever since been in conistant correspondence 
with MIr. Gillen. On two occasions he has faced the privations of 
the climate at the only period of the year when he was free, 
namely, during the University vacation. When in Central 
Australia, at the height of summer, the thermometer is usually 
aboout 1500 in the suLn, and never falls below 100? even at night. 
TI order that both Mr. Spencer and Mr. Gillen might be present 
at the fire ceremony, which is the most mystic rite of all, Mr. 
Gillen, who is looked on as a full member of the tribe, senit round 
the " hand-beekoner," a churinya, or sacred stone, whose summiions 
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no black would dare to disobey. For eighteen months prepara- 
tions were being made, and early in the summer of 1896-7 the 
tribe began to assemble at Alice Springs. 

Here for four months Professor Spencer made his head-quarters. 
In order to be at hand when all the rites were being performed, 
MIr. Gillen and the professor occupied a wurley (native hut) built 
on the sacred ground, and provisions were brougrht out from the 
station. Driven to desperation by flies, which had to be actually 
brushed off every article of food while it was being put into the 
mouth, slowly grillino under the tropic sun, and choked by the 
clouds of dust which every gentle breeze raised, the two observers 
had to make notes, take photographs, and measure natives for 
scientific purposes, when other employment slackened. The uncer- 
tainty as to when and where the next ceremony would take place 
kept Mr. Spencer and Mr. Gillen at all times on the qui vive, and 
on several occasions they had to tear after the blacks at mid-day 
over two or three miles of scrubby, stony ground, carrying heavy 
full-plate camera and notebook to get an accurate record of what 
was going on. In all, two hundred photographs were taken under 
extremely trying conditions. It is little wonder that the many 
friends of Professor Spencer were rather shocked to see himn 
looking so parched and sun-dried on his return to civilisation. 

Initiationi Rites. 
The Arunta tribe, like several other Australian tribes, is divided 

into sections or classes, which are four in number. In their 
details the relationships of these classes are very complicated, and 
are fixed by definite rules which are carefully observed by the 
blacks. It may be briefly stated that a man mnust marry out of 
his own class, while the children belong to yet a third class, 
certain members of which class are then his tribal brothers and 
sisters. 

There are four grades of initiatory ceremonies which ani 
Aruinta man muLst go through before he becomes a full member 
of the tribe. Up to about ten years the boy lives in the women's 
carnp, and accompanies them in their search for suclh food as 
roots, seeds, grubs, and the like. His tribal brothers then paint 
him on the chest and back, and he is thrown mup inito the air and 
caught. This is supposed to be beneficial to his growth. After 
this he now lives in the bachelors' camp, and accompanies the 
bachelors on their hunting expeditions. 

Eight or ten years later he has to submit to circumcision and 
subincision, as described by Dr. E. C. Stilling and MIr. Gillen in 
the results of the Horn Expedition.' After that he may take a 
wife, and engage in other ceremonies. In the tribes of Eastern 
Australia this stage is marked by the knocking, out of one of the 
front teeth, a ceremony to which a good deal of importance is 
attached. Amongst the Aruniitas, thouoh a front tooth is occasion- 

1 (" Report on the Work of the Horn Scientific Expedition to Central Australia." 
Part IV. Anthriopology. Lolidon. Dulan, 1896. 
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ally knocked out, yet the habit seems devoid of any sacred 
import, and appears to be a survival, the meaning of which is 
forgotten. 

Totem, and Churinya. 
When the candidate has reached thirty, or in some cases forty 

years, he takes part in two sets of ceremonies which extend over 
several months, and it was these ceremonies which Messrs 
Spencer and Gillen had such unique opportunities of observing. 
The first set deals with the various totems of the tribe. There 
are very large numbers of totems in the tribe, and to one of these 
each black owes allegiance, and may be called by its name. Some 
may be kangaroos, others native peach trees, others dingoes or 
witchetty grubs, and so on. It has long been known that the 
marriage rules of the Aranta were governed, not by the totems, 
but by the classes previously alluded to, and why certain persons 
are attached to certain totems is one of the most peculiar and 
important results which Messrs. Spencer and Gillen have obtained. 
Closely interwoven with the idea of the totem is the significance 
of the churinya, or sacred stones and sticks. These objects are 
flat, oval, or elongate pieces of stone or wood, carved all over with 
incised lines which, in the Central Australian tribes, are circles or 
segments of circles, while in Western Australia they take the 
form of zig.zag lines. Each man has his own churinya, which is 
apparently looked on as another embodiment of himself, and yet 
at the saine time it possesses a mysterious sacred significance. 
The women and the uninitiated are not allowed to look at it. The 
carvings on the churinyas of persons of the same totem are very 
similar. The churin2yas are not kept by the blacks to whom they 
belong, but they are carefully hidden in some definite locality by 
one or two of the old men, each totenm having its own particular 
set of such stations. 'The blacks state that in the " dream-times " 
of the far distant past, when their ancestors came into the 
country, those of each totem kept strictly by themselves. At 
this time they are not quite clear as to whether those whose totem 
was, say the wild duck, were really human beings, or partly the 
animals or plants the names of which they bear. 

The lines of these migrations are related in great detail in their 
traditions, and each camping ground is exactly located, so that 
the whole country is interlaced with lines of route, and dotted 
over with innumerable camps. When one of these " dream-time" 
ancestors died, he was turned into a spirit-child, and as such 
dwells near one of the campinig grounds, always carrying in his 
harnd one of the churinyas. Conception is believed to take place 
by the entry of one of these spirit-children into the mother, the 
spirit-child dropping his churinya on the ground at the time. On 
the birth of the child the place is searched for the lost churinya, 
and by the kindly offices of one of the old men the search is 
usually successfa]. If it be not, a wooden one is made of hard- 
wood, such as mulga. The stone churinyas are the more ancient 
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form, aind do not appear to be made at the present day. This 
then fixes the totem for the individual, and explains why in the 
Arunta tribe the child is not of the same totem as one of the 
parents, as is the case in some of the neighbouring tribes of 
Central Australia. 

The memibers of each totem have a ceremoniy connected with 
their totem, which they alone are allowed to perform, and which 
has for one of its objects the increase of the animal or plant from 
wvhich the totem takes its name. The eating of this animal is not 
tabooed to those who bear its name, as is frequently the case in 
other parts of the world; in fact, it is considered necessary for the 
chief performer to eat portion of his totem, or the ceremony will 
fail. 

General Progranmme. 
In their general plan these ceremonies are much alike. The 

chief performer is elaborately decorated with patterns in eagle- 
hawk down stuck to his body with blood drawn from some 
member of the party. This down is coloured red and yellow with 
ochre; other parts of the body are smeared with a black pigment 
mixed with grease. The amount of blood drawn on these occasions 
is at times surprising, it being estimated that one man allowed five 
halr-pints to be taken from him during a single day. The decora- 
tion of this performer is completed while the black candidates, if 
they may be so termed, are away hunting. On their return to the 
sacred ground they dance vigorously round him for some time. 
In most of these performances the decorated men then imitate the 
actions of the animal whose totem they bear, alnd in some cases 
the acting is described as wonderful. In one mock combat two 
performers represented two eaglehawks struggling for a bone, and 
wildly flapping their wings, which were represented by a bunch of 
gum leaves in each hand. 

The " parra," or sacred ground, was laid out with great care, 
and one of the most peculiar sights was to see the candidates lying 
in a row with their heads close to a long bank of earth, as they 
were required to do during most of the nights. Absolute silence 
was entailed, and the strain during the months through which the 
ceremonies lasted must have been great, and have considerably 
influenced the hysterical, exalted frame of mind which they at 
times showed. 

Fire Rites. 
After a month devoted to preliminary rites the fire ceremonies 

began. The men to be initiated formed into a body and hold- 
ing a shield of gum leaves over themselves, went to the 
women's camp. They were accompanied by a number of the 
old men swinging bull-roarers. This seems to be the only 
occasion on which the women, on hearing the dread sound, do not 
run and hide themselves, nor are they at any other time allowed 
eveln to gaze upon the sacred implemenit. The women, who were 
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prepared, ran at the body of men, and threw burning branlches on 
to them, which the men tried, not very effectually, to ward off 
with their roof of leaves. This ceremony was repeated daily for 
about a fortnight. Next, a large fire, about 20 feet across, was 
made and covered with green leaves; on this terrible heap the 
candidates lay for some time, several at once, others calmly 
standing by and waiting their turn. The heat of the fire was very 
considerable. Professor Spencer knelt on the heap to try it, but 
could not endure it, even with thick trousers on. This per- 
formance was conclluded by all present howling and hurling 
firesticks about. 

During the evening, when all the candidates were lying in a 
row as usual, one of the old men seated himself before them with 
a decorated piece of wood which he held upright, and slowly and 
steadily knocked on the ground. At each side of him another old 
man sat holdinig his wrist, and assisting in this wearisome work, 
which, with most remarkable endurance, was kept up without a 
pause from half-past nine at night till about five next morning. 

The number of candidates was very large, there being more 
than a hundred who were initiated. On the day following the 
final ceremony took place, the men crossing over to the women's 
camp, and each kneeling on a fire there. 

Concluding Notes. 
Each of the old men who were directing operations had men of 

his own totem under his charge, and for whose proper initiation 
he was responsible. During the whole period of nearly four 
months they were not allowed to speak to him. At the conclusion 
of the rites they had to bring him some food-offering, such as 
cooked wallaby, anid begged him to Inake them speak. He then 
touched their lips, and the ban of silence was removed. 

A good deal of the significance of many of the ceremonies has 
probably been lost, but their main object seems to have been to 
test the endurance of the young men, and to teach them the past 
history of the tribe, while the possession of a knowledge of the 
correct method of procedure by the old men, who practically 
formied a council for the administration of the whole series of rites, 
would naturally cause them to be held in high esteem. 

As this ceremony is only performed at intervals of many years. 
it is more than likely that, with the advance of the white man, the 
present may be the last occasion on which it will be performed 
with the completeness in which it was witnessed by Professor 
Spencer and Mr. Gillen. The results so laboriously obtained are 
consequently of peculiar value. 
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